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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 87 

BY REPRESENTATIVE ELLINGTON 

ENGROSSED 

U.S. CONSTITUTION: Applies for a convention to propose an amendment to the U.S. 
constitution regarding the federal debt 

1 A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 

2 To apply for an amendments convention to be called for the purpose of proposing an 

3 amendment to the Constitution of the United States which shall provide that an 

4 increase in the federal debt requires approval from a majority of the legislatures of 

5 the separate states. 

6 WHEREAS, Article V of the Constitution of the United States provides authority for 

7 a convention to be called by the Congress of the United States for the purpose of proposing 

8 amendments to the constitution upon application of two-thirds of the legislatures of the 

9 several states, an "amendments convention"; and 

10 WHEREAS, the legislature of the state of Louisiana favors the proposal and 

11 ratification of an amendment to said constitution which shall provide that an increase in the 

12 federal debt requires approval from a majority of the legislatures of the separate states. 

13 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

14 Section 1. That, as provided for in Article V of the Constitution of the United 

15 States, the legislature of the state of Louisiana herewith respectfully applies for an 

16 amendments convention to be called for the purpose of proposing an amendment 

17 which shall provide that an increase in the federal debt requires approval from a 

18 majority of the legislatures of the separate states. 

19 Section 2. That the amendments convention contemplated by this application 

20 shall be entirely focused upon and exclusively limited to the subject matter of 

21 proposing for ratification an amendment to the constitution providing that an 
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increase in the federal debt requires approval from a majority of the legislatures of 

the separate States. 

Section 3. This application constitutes a continuing application in accordance 

with Article V of the Constitution of the United States until at least two-thirds of the 

legislatures of the several states have made application for an equivalently limited 

amendments convention. 

Section 4. That a certified copy of this application be dispatched by the 

secretary of state ( or other responsible constitutional officer) to the president of the 

United States Senate, to the speaker of the United States House of Representatives, 

to each member of the applicant's delegation to the United States Congress, and to 

the presiding officers of each house of the several state legislatures, requesting their 

cooperation in applying for the amendments convention limited to the subject matter 

contemplated by this application. 

DIGEST 

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services. It constitutes no part 
of the legislative instrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute 
part of the law or proofor indicia oflegislative intent. [R.S. 1: 13(B) and 24: l 77(E)] 

Ellington HCRNo. 87 

Applies for, pursuant to Article V of the U.S. constitution, a convention for the purpose of 
proposing an amendment to the U.S. constitution that provides that an increase in the federal 
debt requires approval from a majority of the legislatures of the separate states. Provides 
that the amendments convention shall be exclusively limited to proposing such an 
amendment. Provides that the application constitutes a continuing application. 
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