VIRGINIA, 2 wi:
IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

FRIDAY, th 20b NovemBer, 1788,

ESOLVED, That an application be made, in the name and on behalf of
the Legiflature of this Commonwealth, to the CONGRESS of the

iJ NITED STATES, in the words following, to wits:

* The GOOD PEOPLE of this COMMONWEALTH in CONVENTION ASSEMBLED. having ratified the Con-
 flirution fubmitted to their confideration, this Legiflature has, in conformity to that a@t, and the reflolutions of the UsITED
* SI'A 1ESin Congrefsaffembled, to them tranfmitted, thought pro;l:r to make the arrangements that were neceffarv, for car=
4 rying it into effeft Having thus fhewn themfelvesobedient to the voice of their conftituents, all America will find, that fo
¢ far asit depended on them, that PLAN of GOVERNVIEN " will be carried into immediate operation. But the fenfe
** of the PEOPLE of VIRGINIA would be but in part complied with, and but little regarded, if we wene no farther,
¢ In_the very moment of adoption, and coeval with the ratification of the new plan of government, the ﬁtneml
¢ voice of the Convention of this flate, pointed to objefls, no lefs intereﬁinE to the people we reprefent, and equally intis
tledtoour tenion. Atthe fame time that from mouives of affeflion to ou- fifter flates, the Convention yielded their affentto
the ratification, they gave the moft unequivocal proofs, that they dread=d its operation under the prefent form. In aceed-
¢ ing to the government under this impreffion, painful muft have been the profpe&, had they not derived confolation from
i, Fu]l expettation, of its imperfe&ions being {peedily amended  In this refource therefore, they placed their confidence —
% a confidence, that will continue to fupport them, whillt they have reafon to believe, they have not calculated upon it in vain.
“ In making known fo you, the objetii:ns of the people of this Commonwealth, to the new plan of goverament, we deem
** it unnecellary to enter 1nto a particular detail of its defefs, which they confider as involving all the great and unalienable
“* rights of Freemen : For their fenfe on this fubject, we refer you to the proceedings of thei late Convention, and thefenfe of
“ the Houfe of Delegates, as exprefledin their refolutions of the goth day of Oftober, 1788. We think proper however
# to declare, thatin our opinion, as thole obje&tions were not founded in (peculative theory but deduced from principles,
“ which have been eftablifh=d, by the melancholy example of other nations in different ages—So they will never be re-
4 moved, until the caufe itfelf fhall cealeto exiit. The (ooner therefore the

] ggblic apprehenfions are 1uieted, and the go-
*¢ vernment is pollelfed of th: ¢ nfidence of the people, the more falutary will be its operations, and the onger its duration.
¢ The caufe of amendments, we con ‘der as a common caule, and fince conceflions have been made from political motives,

¢ which we conceive may endanger the republic; we truft that a commendable zeal will be fhewn for obtaining thofe provifions,
*¢ which experience has taught us, are nccefl ry to fecure from danger, the unalienable rights of Human Natare. The anx-
* iety with which our Countrymen prefs for the accomplifhment of this important end, will ill admit of delay “The
¢ flow forms of Congreffional difcuffion and recommendation, if indeed they fhould ever agree to any change, would we
*¢ fear be lefs certain of fuccefs. Happily for their withes, the Conflitution hath prefented an alternative, by admitting the
¢ {ubmiffion to a_Convention of the flates. To this therefore we refort, as the fource from whence they are to derive relief
“ from their prefent apprehenfions. 'We do therefore, in behalf of our Conflicuents, in the moft earneft and folemn mane
4 ner, make this application to Congrefs, thata Conveation be immediately called, of deputies from the feveral Rates, with
¢¢ full power to take into their confideration, the defefts of this Conflitution that hav been fuggefted by the flate “onvea-
* tions, and report fuch amendments thereto, as they fhall find beft fuited to promote our co.umon interefts, and fecur: to
* ourfelves, and our lateft pofterity, the great and unalienable rights of Mankind.”

Signed by Order and on Bebalf of the General Affembly.
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