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Senate Joint Resolution No. 2—Committee on Finance

FILE NUMBER... Vetoed

SENATE TOINT RESOLUTION—Requesting the Congress of the United States
to call a constitutional convention for the purpose of amending the United
Statés Constitution to litnit federal appropriations for any fiscal year to fed-
eral revenues ‘estimated for that year, except during national emergencies.

WHEREAS, The national debt now amounts to hundreds of billions of
dollars and is increasing enormously each year as federal expenditures
grossly exceed federal revenues; and

WHEREAS, Payment of the increased interest on this ever-expanding
debt imposes a tremendous burden on the taxpayers of this country; and

WHEREAS, Continuous deficit financing by the Federal Government
supports inflationary conditions which adversely affect the national econ-
omy and all Americans, particularly those persons with fixed or low
incomes; and

WHEREAS, Constantly increasing use of deficit financing has enabled
the Federal Government to allocate considerable sums to programs which
in many instances have proved to be wasteful and nonbeneficial to the
public; and

WHEREAS, Limiting federal expenditures in each fiscal year to revenues
available in that year, except during national emergencies, will result
in greater selectivity of federal programs for the benefit of the public; and

WHEREAS, The annual federal budgets continually reflect the unwilling-
ness or inability of both the legislative and executive branches of the Fed-
eral Government to balance the budget and demonstrate the necessity for
a constitutional restraint upon deficit financing; and

WHEREAS, Under article V of the Constitution of the United States, the
Congress is required to call a convention for proposing amendments to
the federal Constitution on the application of the legislatures of two-
thirds of the several states; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate and Assembly of the State of Nevada, jointly,
That, pursuant to article V of the Constitution of the United States, the
legislature of the State of Nevada hereby makes application to the Con-
gress of the United States to call a convention for the purpose of propos-
ing an amendment to the United States Constitution which would require
that, in the absence of a national emergency, the total of the appropria-
tions made by the Congress for each fiscal year may not exceed the total
of the estimated federal revenues for that year; and be it further

Resolved, That the legislature of the State of Nevada proposes that the
legislatures of each of the several states apply to the Congress to call a
constitutional convention for the exclusive purpose stated in this resolu-
tion; and be it further

Resolved, That this application by the legislature of the State of
Nevada constitutes a continuing application in accordance with article V
of the Constitution of the United States until at least two-thirds of the
legislatures of the several states have made similar applications, but if
Congress proposes an amendment to the ‘Constitution similar to that con-
tained in this resolution before January 1, 1981, this application for a
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convention of the several states shall no longer be of any force; and be it
further : - B ,

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be immediately transmitted by
the legislative counsel to: the Pré&sident of the Senate and the Speaker of
the House of Representatives of the United States, to each member of the
Nevada congressional delegation and. to the presiding officer of each
house of the legislatures of the several states; anrd be it further

Resolved, That this resolution shall become effective upon passage and

approval.
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