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Regular Session, 1979
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 4
|BY MESSRS. HICKEY, CASEY, WINDHORST, AND TIEMANN AND REPRESENTATIVES ALARIO,

BAGERT, BEL, BELLA, BRUNEAU, CARSON, DUPUIS, ENSMINGER, FAUCHEUX,

HUMPHRIES, JENKINS, M. LABORDE, LAPLANTE, LYNN, MORRIS, MORRISON,
0'NEAL, REILLY, RICE, RICHEY, SCHMITT, SCOGIN, SCOTT, SOUR, STRAIN,

TAUZIN AND TOCA

i A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
rTo memorialize and apply to the Congress of the United States to take appropriate
action, either acting by consent of two-thirds of both Houses or, upon

| the application of the legislatures of two-thirds of the several states,
to call a constitutional convention to propose an amendment to the federal
constitution to require, with certain exceptions, that the federal
budget be balanced.

| WHEREAS, with each passing year this Nation becomes more deeply in debt

as its expenditures grossly and repeatedly exceed available revenues, so

that the public debt now exceeds hundreds of billions of dollars; and

WHEREAS, the annual federal budget continually demonstrates an

|unwillingness or inability of both the legislative and executive branches of

the federal government to curtail spending to conform to available revenues;
and

WHEREAS, unified budgets do not reflect actual spending because of the
exclusion of special outlays which are not included in the budget nor subject
to the legal public debt limit; and

WHEREAS, knowledgeable planning, fiscal prudence, and plain good sense
irequire that the budget reflect all federal spending and be in balance; and
| WHEREAS, believing that fiscal irresponsibility at the federal level,

with the inflation which results from this policy, is the greatest threat which

\

|

|

Efaces our Nation. The Louisiana Legislature firmly believes that constitutional
|

lrestraint is necessary to bring the fiscal discipline needed to restore

|financial responsibility; and
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WHEREAS, under Article V of the Constitution of the United States,
amendments to the federal constitution may be proposed by the Congress
whenever two-thirds of both Houses deem it necessary, or on the application
of the legislatures of two-thirds of the several states the Congress shall
call a constitutional convention for the purpose of proposing amendments
which shall be valid to all intents and purposes when ratified by three-fourths
of the several states.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate of the Legislature of the state
of Louisiana, the House of Representatives thereof comcurring, that the
Congress of the United States institute procedures to propose and submit to
the several states an amendment to the Constitution of the United States
requiring that the federal budget be balanced in the absence of a national
emergency.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, alternatively, this body respectfully
petitions the Congress of the United States to call a convention for the
specific and exclusive purpose of proposing an amendment to the comstitution
of the United States to require a balanced federal budget and to make certain
exceptions with respect thereto.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this application by the Louisiana Legislature
constitutes a continuing application in accordance with Article V of the
Constitution of the United States until at least two-third of the legislatures
of the several states have made similar applications pursuant to Article V,
but if Congress proposes an amendment to the constitution identical in subject
matter to that contained in this Resolution, then this petition for a
constitutional convention shall no longer be of any force or effect.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this application and request be deemed null
and void, rescinded, and of no effect in the event that such convention not
be limited to such specific and exclusive purpose.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Legislature also proposes
that the legislatures of each of the several states comprising the United
States apply to the Congress requesting the enactment of an appropriate
amendment to the federal constitution; or requiring the Congress to call a
constitutional convention for proposing such an amendment to the federal
constitution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a duly attested copy of this Resolution be
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immediately transmitted to the president of the United States, to the
secretary of the United States Senate, to the clerk of the United States
House of Representatives, to each member of the Louisiana delegation to
the United States Congress, and to the presiding officer of each house of

each state Legislature in the United States.
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