@The State of Alabama

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

I, MRS. AGNES BAGGETT, Secretary of State of the State of Alabama, do hereby certify that
Act No. 302, House

the pages hereto attached, contain a true, accurate and literal copy of

Joint Resolution No. 227, passed in the 1976 Regular Session of the Alabama

Legislature and approved by the Governor on August 18, 1976 — e

—

as the same appears on file and of record in this office.
In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and

affixed the Great Seal of the State, at the Capitol,

uu)“

L‘}}“'L</’

in the City of Montgomery, this 16th

("
4“

day of__dune One Thousand Nine
Hundred and__Seventy- Eight

/j?l,’b} . (\Q/M/A/ /64/4,.4(&/7
W)&ry of State.
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Act No. 302 H.J.R. 227—Smith (C)
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION

PETITIONING THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED
STATES TO CONVENE A CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO
THE CONSTITUTION REQUIRING THAT FEDERAL SPEND-
ING NOT EXCEED ESTIMATED FEDERAL REVENUES,

WHEREAS, with each passing year this Nation becomes
more deeply in debt as its expenditures grossly and repeatedly
exceed available revenues, so that the public debt now exceeds
hundreds of billions of dollars; and

WHEREAS, the annual federal budget continually demon-
strates an unwillingness or inability of both the legislative and
executive branches of the federal government to curtail spending
to conform to available revenues; and

WHEREAS, unified budgets do not reflect actual spending
because of the exclusion of special outlays which are not in-
cluded in the budget nor subject to the legal public debt limit;
and

WHEREAS, knowledgeable planning, fiscal prudence, and
plain good sense require that the budget reflect all federal
spending and be in balance; and

WHEREAS, believing that fiscal irresponsibility at the
federal level, with the inflation which results from this policy,
is the greatest threat which faces our Nation, we firmly believe
that constitutional restraint is vital to bring the fiscal discipline
needed to restore financial responsibility; and

WHEREAS, there is provision in Article V of the Constitu-
tion of the United States for amending the Constitution by the
Congress, on the applicaion of the legislatures of two-thirds
(2/3) of the several states, calling a convention for proposing
amendments which shall be valid to all intents and purposes
when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths (38/4) of the
several states, or by conventions in three-fourth (3/4) thereof,
as the one or the other mode of ratification may be proposed by
the Congress; now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALA-
BAMA, BOTH HOUSES THEREOF CONCURRING, That
the Legislature of Alabama hereby petitions the Congress of the
United States that procedures be instituted in the Congress to
add a new Article to the Constitution of the United States, and
that the Alabama Legislature requests the Congress to pre-
pare and submit to the several states an amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States, requiring in the absence of a






